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Postpositione in Hindi-Urdu are traditionally considered аа саас mark- 
ета, Some of the овез realised by postpositione are trested as etructural 
M while other oblique cases sre underatood to such, Ёоо 
їй is usually described as realizing the dalive-aceusative case while nec marks 
Ї Ше ergalve case. he assignment of dative and ergative case to NPs im 
и! subject position, s position which із ordinarily assigned the nominative | 
!! сале, hus remaiaed problematic, The problem of sperilying the case wesign- 
! Зар elements to subject NPa may be cireumvented if pontpositiona агь 


1 trealed as markers of inberent саа, assigned at D-atructure and associated 
) Е with theta roles, while the structural саас is restricted to the nominative 
Ч and accusative case realised at Scatructure and marked by the absence of 
Ч postpositione, 
Ї 


[| 0. INTRODUCTION: 


[ 

| 

! 

H Ergalivity in HindPUrdu (H-U) bas been described as a surface phenomenon i 
Г ive ааресЬ However, the ergative ease is not алацдаед to ! ! 

| 


erfectóve s Neither i» the ergative marker nee 
песвава іу аввасїмей with traualtivity or wilh such semantic properties оГ te та 
"delinitaesa'. In fact, no syntactic rules oxcopt for th 
o erucially refer to th 
ally а 
and other facts have raised questionm about the relevance of the ergetive-absolutive 
alignment to the rule system of H-U. 1t is not totally wnressonable to ask whether the 
2o-called ergative саав has anything to do with ergativity aL all. If nee ia not the marker 
оГ ergative caso then it із worth exploring what it ataada for and how it дов sssigned 
о subject NPe in perfective sentences, 


This paper allempls to provide answers to questions like the one pos 
The frat part of the paper consists of. arguments suggesüng 
contrary to common belief, do no reflect atruetural case. 
the thematic roles and mark the Inhezent case assigned to а D-strueture when 4 
М№Ра ве 9-тм ой by verba (Chomsky 1086). The discussion will focus primarily on. 
roles signsled by the postpositiona nec and Ёоо. |t із амиилей that oblique case as- 
Signed and marked by other postposiions can be accounted for by the same principles, 


The second part discusses the mechanism by which case is алвіқпей to NPs 
marked with nec . This will be done within the formal framework of Government and 
1 Binding theory, To be assumed are the general principles and conditions of the Theta. , 
| and Case theories as developed in the relatively recent worke of GB. theory. 
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БЕНЗИНУ SSYO БУ SNOLLISOdLSOd 1 


It seems that the occurrence of Ёоо with tbe direct object is conditioned Бу 
two semantic factors: the NP involven a specific reference and/or is assigned. the 
role of patient/recipient/experiencer by the verb. The chim that boo signals 

cilio reference is supported by the fact that the direct object. NP, in contexta 
involving non-specific reference, does not сооссаг with Ёоо, 


[u] voh machlü (*koo) passend nali Кага 
he бәһ D/À е mot does 
"Нь does not like fish." 


(8) а faarm par bukuumat  hiran(*koo) paalti hai 
із [arm on governmentdeer Ш/А гів 8 
"The government raises deer on this farm." 


In both (7) and (8), the direct object involves generic reference thai males 
Ёоо unacceptable in the intended generie sense of the sentence. The use of Ёоо. 
іо the sbove sentences gives the mwiward reading whereby machli '£sh' sad 
hiran 'deer! refer to some particular member of the apecies. 


It is generally understood that stative verba are closely associated vith gen- 
eric reference in Ше noun phrase while dynamic verbs are linked to specific 
reference (Quirk et al. 1972). [n H-U, generic reference is not signaled by aay 
over marker. Instend, NPs signaling generic reference commonly occur іа 
Clauses that involve atative verbs like Ше imperfective form of the verb oo о 
become" and the finite form of ће verb ћолаа "о be' (Kacbru 1980). [t is not а 
coincidence that Ёоо ів rarely, if at all, used in clauses involving alatve verbs 
where NP signals generic reference. 


At mes "animacy' does spear to conditon the occurrence of Коо with 
direct objecta. 


(8) baee koo uihasloo 
child D/A pikup 
"Pick up the ehild. 


(10) kitasb (koo) utbmaloo 


book D/A pickup 
"Pick up the book." 


In (9), £ao appears to be obligatory vith an animate NP whereas in (10) it 
is awkward with an inanimate object. However, when the sentence in (9) is read 
without Eoo, the resding does provide a generic sense, albeit very awkwardly. 


(u) 'hacca uthaaloo 
*Pick up a child" 


16 interesüng to note that the noun Васса 'child/baby", which may во 


o 


5 


refer to ваїта! bubies, appears їл (9) above to refer to a humoa child only. 
When on NP refers to ва animal baby, Коо becomes optional although the entity 
referred to is still an animale one. 


(12) billi (Кав Басса utbaloo 
Кее baccee Коо 

cat оГ baby D/A pick up 
"Pick up the kitten.' 


1t seems that reference is а matter of degree and animate entities appear іо 
involve inherently more specific reference than the inanimate objects on а con- 
Шашит of speciicity. Among the animate entities, the humnn ones are probably 
more вресібс than the non-human ones. Within the sct of NPs that refer to 
human entities, it is probably the case (ві а certain subset of these NPs such аз 
personal names, pronominsls, kinship terms, ete., necessarily involve specific 
reference which may account for their being marked with Eoo ia the direct object. 
position. Abstract and mass nouns appear to share properties оГ NPs involving 
non-specific reference and hence the sentenre becomes awkward when Ёоо 
marks an abstract or mass noun in the direct object position. 


(13) mee buxxar(!koo) utmar diyaa 
е ERG fever. (D/A) brought down 
brought the fever down." 
a4 ше пее бй ааб  kaa | banaail 


koo bansaysa 
he ERG hurriedly hurriedly cofee — made 
"Не hurriedly made coffee." 


"The data discussed so far suggest that the occurreace of Ёоо with the direct 
object is closely related to referentisl properües оГ the NP and has little to do 
with accusative case. 


As mentioned earlier, Ёоо also highlights the patient/experiencer role of 
the direct object. 1t is relatively more conspicuous in contexts where the flexible 
nature оГ H-U word order makes sentences potentially ambiguous in that either 
of the two NPs could be interpreted ns agent or patient. 


(15) hiiraa кашаа hai 
diamond diamond cut із 
"Diamond euta diamond." 


Given the normal intonation pattern, the first NP in (15) is interpreled а 
sgent and the second as patient, However, for a large aumber of native speak- 
ers, the first NP may equally well be interpreted as patient if a pnuse is intro- 
duced between the іжо NPs. This ambiguity may be dispelled by marking the 
patient, NP with Ёоо irrespective of its place of occurrence in the sentence. 
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Kim 108 эн, 
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урлаач 103 эн, 


jeu pmas ү/а sq 
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mu vnm соя vom тын (=) (ш) 


(21) 8 


шал МЭ 


khana — khayas 
food ate 


"The structure represented in (20) suggests the possibility of deep (or sya- 
lactic) ergativity. Since there is no independent evidence tbt H-U involve deep 
ergativity (see e.g. Kachru sud Paadharipande 1976), the structural representa 
tion given ш (20) is of lite significance. Moreover, such a representation 
requires the subject NP to appear in в non-f-position in an argument chain, This 
unnecesaarily complicates the grammar since no such subcategorizstion is needed 
for subject NPs marked with nominative case. 


An alternative anslysis may appear to be more plausible where V assigns 
nec to subject NPs under theta-government via INFL. For the purposes of such 
an analysis, 1 shell adopt the model of Case theory as developed in Levin & 
Мъззып 1985. Given below із Ше summary of some of Ње principles and condi- 
tions relevant to our analysis. 


(22) 27 governor, then 29 has associated with it Cj, 
where C — Abatract Case. (Levin & Мазама (3)) 


С, is io be viewed вз a [cature the assignment оГ which by an element is 
subject io Ше conditions on case assignment. 


(23) Conditions on Сазе Assignment (Levin & Massam (4) 


А. ©, must be assigned. 

B. Оу (y з x) enn be assigned only under thetacgovernment. 
(External theta-role assigned by VP via INFL) 

С. Case is assigned only under government. 


Condition A is relevant for nominalive-accusative systems where НҮБ, 
very often assigns cose to NP/S. However, for H-U, where inherent сале is 
assigned by certain verbs, condition B is also relevant. C, may be realised in а 


3 


external Феївчгос to the NP. Elsewhere, when the sentence is in the perfecte 
aspett, Ње value of у may be renlised as nce when the subject NP is nasigned the 
external &-role of agent Since perfecüve взресі із equally erucial to the assign- 
ment of nec, aspect lias to be accommodated within the structure of INFL. 


(24) МЕО, === —» ТЕМЕ, АСЕ, ASP 


The assignment of either nominative ог etgative сазе will, then, depend on the 
value of ASP which may be stipulated in terms of а [-- PERFECT) feature. ЇГ 
INFL contains | PERFECT], it will assign nee to the subject NP, otherwise the 
nominative case will be assigned. 


We cen now propose an olternatie structure to (20) above where nec ori- 
ginated inside VP. 


(25) S(NP-ace ТІМ, VP[NP Ур) 


The structure in (25) above holds both a£ D and S-structure. NP-nee originates 
in subject position and is assigned case under &-government by VP vis INFL. 
The accusative case is assigned by the verb and its realisation is marked either by 
Ёоо or by ф depending on the relevant semantic factors. The structure in (25) 
may be illustrated as below. 


(28) 8 


ГЭ” 
apple ate 


*The boy ate a2 apple." 


Angther imporlant sssumption by Levin 8: Mossam is the introduction of a 
feature [CA] as a property of all lexical governors. The feature [+ CA], where 
СА stands for Сазе Assignment, makes it obligatory for an element to assign а 
case if it has the feature. Such an assumption is crucial for the assignment of nee 
in intransitive clauses. Intransitive verbs generally do not assign casc. Yet, there 
are dialects of H-U wherein some intransitive verbs would appear to mssign nec 
10 their single argument. 
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